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Little Gate Farm has seen even more exciting activity during
the last three months of 2021. We can't wait to share news
with you about our recent Christmas Fair on December 4th,
an awards ceremony held for the wonderful apprentices
graduating from the Young Peoples Programme, our Friends
of Little Gate scheme and more! 

As well as this, get some insights from our Supported
Employment Team, our Farm Team and our Fundraising
Team too! Read on to learn all about it! 
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Little Gate Christmas Fair

Saturday December 4th saw Little Gate hold its first face to 
face event since the start of Covid-19.

We joined forces with New Style Events to bring many wonderful stalls
and festive treats to our community.  It was lovely to see the people
enjoying a mug of hot chocolate or mulled wine whilst browsing the
festive stalls. Our Work Trainees were amazing, serving refreshments
and goodies, helping them to gain essential customer service
experience and cash handling skills. A huge thank you goes to them! 
 Thanks also goes to the fabulous Soundwaves Community Choir
from Hastings who made the atmosphere extra Christmassy with their
beautiful singing and Festive cheer. The fayre made a fantastic £1,100
towards the running of our Work Training programme, and it was just
brilliant to be able to see our fantastic supporters at the farm.

Making Local Connections

By holding the Christmas Fair, we were so pleased to make even more
local connections than before. We were delighted to welcome the
children of Beckley Church of England Primary School to Little Gate
Farm. The children made beautiful decorations and hung them on our
stunning Christmas Tree which was supplied by Catsfield Christmas
Tree Farm, Battle. We also teamed up with Beckley Village Hall, and
Northiam GP Surgery to supply a park and ride service to the fair. The
fair itself also brought many people from the surrounding area to our
farm, and through this we have even gained some new local
fundraisers. We value these connections, and look forward to 
making more in the future as well!
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Fundraising News

Little Gate has been delighted to receive essential funding this
Autumn/Winter.  Without our generous funders we would not be able
to carry out the valuable work that we do.  In 2021, we placed 36 more
work trainees into employment in many different market sectors. This
means that we have placed 99 adults with learning disabilities or Autism
into paid work since we started in 2013.  Work not only brings structure
to a young person’s life, it also brings with it a place in the community,
pride, confidence, independence and a social life. Gaining employment
helps a person with Autism or learning disabilities to realise their
potential, reach their aspirations and believe that with work and
dedication that anything is possible.

Our heart-felt thanks goes to the following funders who have really
helped us to make a difference this quarter.

Chalk Cliff Trust, for our Young Rangers Woodland path, The Skipton
Charitable Trust for sensory equipment for the children involved in our
Education Project. St James’ Place Foundation for our Work Training
programme and the Masonic Charitable Trust for funding our 
pre-employment programme for 3 years.

Our special thanks go to Sue Coates who completed a section of the
Land’s End to John O’Groats walk and raised an amazing £1015 for 
Little Gate. Thanks Sue!!!

We also would like to thank Adam Milicent from The Nationwide
Building Society in Rye.  Adam and his team walked 13 miles from Rye
to Hastings and raised £165.50 for Little Gate. 

As well as supporting adults with learning disabilities and Autism, Little
Gate also supports children and young people.  The Young Rangers
runs during school holidays and weekends throughout the year. The
children learn different skills, learn to use tools, problem solve, take
positive risks and make new friends. Several of our Young Rangers have
gone on to join the Little Gate Work Training Programme. Many of the
children have aspirations to achieve the same goals as their colleagues
on the other Little Gate programmes. Many of our Work Trainees
graduate from the Work Training Programme on the farm and gain
employment in their desired work sector. This year has been a busy one
for the Young Rangers team, since July, we have worked with 81
children and offered 450 places. The Young Rangers is an essential
service as it helps the children and young people to forge new
friendships and has made such a positive difference to the young
people who attend.  The Young Rangers also supports the families of
children with learning disabilities and Autism.

Young Rangers
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Friends of Little Gate

Holly started with Little Gate Supported Employment when she was 19
years old. She has been working in the NHS for the last 4 years. Work
helped Holly to gain confidence, Little Gate helped her with travel
training and she now has a new lease of life. Holly made new friends,
has got married and is living independently with her husband, is
planning to have a family and is still working full time. These are things
that she has only dreamed of before joining Little Gate. Holly Said: 
“My job means everything to me. It means Independence. It gives me
confidence in myself because I know other people believe in me.” 
 
This story and many others of young people who have attended Little
Gate Farm have been made possible by the amazing donors who
subscribe to the Friends of Little Gate. We would like to thank our
Friends from the bottom of our hearts for helping people, like Holly,
lead the life she deserves. We couldn’t do this without you and because
of your help we can support many more young people to lead the lives
we take for granted.  If you don’t already, you can help us too! By
donating just £5 per month you can help a young person get their first
paid job, give a young person the confidence to start an apprenticeship
or help a child with a learning disability learn that they too have a bright
future ahead of them. 

Sign up today at: https://www.littlegate.org.uk/get-involved/donate-
now/friends-of-little-gate/ 

Watch this space for exciting news about our Friends of Little 
Gate in the New Year. 

Note from our CEO: Andrea

Little Gate is a Charity that supports and offers many journeys to
Supported Employment.  Starting at the age of 8 in Young Rangers
through to the Young People's Programme; if they'd like to access a
Traineeship or Apprenticeship. They might then attend the work
training centre at the farm to achieve a different paid role. Our Jobs
Forum supports the career progression of work trainees and our STEM
project supports those who are unable to access other pre employment
programmes. We offer an all round supportive service that is vital for
the success of each and every individual, ensuring they shine and
achieve paid employment. This isn't possible without the hard work of
each and every staff member. They are all transforming the lives of
those we serve and without your support we couldn't offer such a
fantastic all round service. 8 years on this Charity is fulfilling the dream
of our founder; to see work trainees in our cafes, shops, schools and at
the hospital. We are so excited for what 2022 will bring. 

https://www.littlegate.org.uk/get-involved/donate-now/friends-of-little-gate/
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YPP Awards Evening

In November, we celebrated the first of our apprentices to successfully
complete their apprenticeships through Little Gate’s Young People’s
Programme. The seven young people have worked so very hard over
the last 18 months, and pushed on throughout COVID to gain their
apprenticeships. We are very proud of them! The apprentices were
presented with their certificates and medals by Kim Richards and Jane
Haddock from the National Lottery. The Young People’s Programme is
funded through the National Lottery’s Reaching Communities fund.
Without this funding our young people would not be able to have
achieved their apprenticeships.

The following trainees graduated this year:
Jordan & Steven - Health & Social Care 
Marissa, Ben & Bethany - Business Admin
Adam - Customer Service 
Emily - Early Years Practitioner

A massive thank you also goes to our apprenticeship training
companies Smart Training and Dynamic Training.

Little Gate Charity Film

We're proud to finally announce a few details about a Charity Film that
is being made about Little Gate Farm.

Back in September 2021, the crew from Big Picture Charity Films came
along to the farm (and a work place) for a grand day of filming. Big
Picture are a charity that make films for other charities to use as
promotional material either about their charity, or a particular
campaign. The fantastic couple that run this charity offered Little Gate
the chance to be the subject of one of those films. 

We opted to have the film made to sum up everything we do as a
charity, mainly covering our Young Rangers, Work Training Programme
and Supported Employment. It was an exciting day being able to work
with the film crew taking footage, doing interviews and even having a
drone at the farm! We hope that we can share this film with you all in
the Spring of 2022, so keep your eyes out for updates on social media!
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Supported Employment News

Supported employment is such an amazing opportunity for our trainees
to train, and develop their skills in the workplace; to go on and cement
their first and second jobs, as well as progress with their careers with
their aspirations for the future. With so many wonderful employers
looking to extend and strengthen their teams, our Little Gate team do a
wonderful job enabling our employers to benefit from this wonderful
pool of hidden talent. 

At Little Gate we have a variety of routes to employment for our
trainees, our routes are truly supportive and guided to the needs of
each trainee; ensuring they are developing the skills to meet the
workplace needs. Our Job coaches do an exemplary role in supporting
our trainees but also giving the workplaces guidance and support.
Over the past twelve months it has been incredibly busy with new
workplace guidance around COVID for our employers; but also meeting
the personal needs of our trainees. The Little Gate team has worked
tirelessly to ensure all stakeholders receive the support that is right for
them, linking with other organisations where necessary to fulfil trainees’
community needs.  

We are so delighted to share with you that we have smashed our
targets this year! with 36 paid work opportunities with 21 of these being
long term paid contracts! With 6 of these being trainees that have gone
on to develop their careers onto permanent contracts!
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Little Gate Farm

Despite the challenges that everyone has faced during this year, Little
Gate Farm has had some amazing successes.

Our cut flower project has been ‘blooming’. We have partnered with and
supply Dorothy Marchant Florist, in addition to selling flowers at our
market stall at Tommy’s Pizzeria. As a result of we have had 47
trainees involved in the cut flower enterprise, learning practical skills
and building employment skills, and over the summer employed 4 of
our trainees as cut flower pickers, two of which it was their first ever
job. One of trainees said “it’s amazing. Having a job now, it makes me
feel more confident in myself, being able to be more independent, learn
new skills, going out there and doing the things I love and care for”

Our Young Ranger program, offering quality respite provision to
children with autism and/or learning disability, continues to expand.
This year we have been able to offer free funded places to over 120
children, that otherwise wouldn’t have been able to afford to come. It’s
amazing to see children with anxiety and barriers to accessing the
outdoors, enjoying being outside in the woods safely, and going home
happy. It gives them such a positive experience and helps increase 
self-esteem, teamwork and helped build friendships.


